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Confidence limits of age proportions estimated from small samples are asymmetric 
and have higher variances than do those estimated from large samples. In 
consequence, summaries and plots of such data can suggest a negative association 
between the proportion of young birds and increasing sample size where none 
applies. Whether or not there is such a relationship, it usually makes little difference 
to the final estimate if birds from small samples are included or excluded. Due to the 
heterogeneous distribution of young birds in flocks, individual samples may over- or 
under- estimate the true first year proportion but these biases tend to cancel each 
other out. We know of no compelling reason for excluding data from small samples 
from the calculation of juvenile proportions. Samples are necessarily opportunistic 
and not demonstrably representative. For large populations as many birds as 
possible should be sampled. For small populations, a single large catch used in 
conjunction with a population count might be preferable to several small catches. 
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Beaumaris, Vic. 3193, Australia; EM: mintons@ozemail.com.au) 

Data are presented on the age composition of primarily cannon-net catches in 
summer 2004/05 in both south-east Australia (SEA) and north-west Australia (NWA). 
NWA juvenile percentages were again low, with Great Knot being persistently poor 
and only Curlew Sandpiper doing well. In SEA juvenile percentages were extremely 
mixed with exceptionally high figures for Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Bartailed Godwit 
and very low for Red-necked Stint and Red Knot. Annual monitoring of age 
proportions will continue in both NWA and SEA. 
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The population of migratory and resident shorebirds in Port Stephens in NSW was 
surveyed using boats at high tide on 8 February 2004. The total population was 2,053 
shorebirds, with 13 species present. Two species, Eastern Curlew and Pied 
Oystercatcher, were present in numbers representing >1% of their total world 
population, 2% of the Australian population of Whimbrel were present, and around 
0.5% of the Australian populations of Bar-tailed Godwit and Sooty Oystercatcher. The 
results, and the data available for Port Stephens between 1970 and 1990, 
demonstrate that Port Stephens has been an important shorebird habitat over the 
long term. The 2004 survey is the first complete survey of the area and it provides 
baseline data that can be used to manage shorebirds and their habitat in Port 
Stephens. 
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