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The Wildlife Conservation Society’s Global Health 
Program (GHP) field team returned to Cemara 
beach, Sumatra, Indonesia between December 
2008—April 2009 for further research on Avian 
Influenza Virus. Cemara beach is located on the 
east coast of Sumatra, in the river village of 
Cemara, sub-district Sadu, District Tanjung Jabung 
Timur, province of Jambi. Habitat in this area is a 
tidal beach with mangroves and pine trees. This 
area is part of the East Asian-Australian flyway and 
an important area as a stop-over for migrant birds.  

Similar to previous studies which started in 2007, 
the purpose of this field trip was the collection of 
samples from migratory shorebirds for testing for 
avian influenza virus, conducting migratory 
shorebird counts, and participating in migratory 
studies by placing leg flags and rings on birds.  

Waders were captured at night using mist nets and 
stationary nets. Once caught, morphometric 
measurement were recorded (length of head, beak, 
tarsus, wing and body; diameter of tibia and tarsus, 
and body weight). After measurement, samples for 
avian influenza virus were taken from the oro-
pharynx and cloaca. Leg flags (orange over black) 
were placed on the tibia, and rings on the tarsus. 

The total number of waders caught was 1068 
individuals consisting of 19 species (see Table). The 
Common Redshank, Terek Sandpiper and Lesser 
Sandplover were the most commonly caught 
species, while Marsh Sandpiper and Red Knot were 
captured for the first time at this location. 

We are happy to report our second capture of an 
adult Nordmanm's Greenshank (Tringa guttifer) in 
March 2009. The first, a juvenile, was caught in 

February 2008. 
A d d i t i o n a l 
samples (blood 
and feathers) 
were collected 
f o r  D N A 
analysis. The 
g l o b a l 
population of 
N o r d m a n n ' s 
Greenshank is 
c u r r e n t l y 
declining and 
estimated to 
total 500-1000 
(Birdlife). The 
N o r d m a n n ' s 
G r e e n s h a n k 
b r e e d s  i n 
eastern Russia 

along the south-western and northern coasts of the 
Sea of Okhotsk and on Sakhalin Island. Although its 
wintering range is not fully understood, it has been 
recorded in North Korea, South Korea, Japan, India, 
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Myanmar, Peninsular Malaysia, 
Singapore, Philippines and Indonesia. Throughout 
December-April, we spotted small numbers of 
Nordmann’s Greenshank on Cemara beach. The 
largest group (21 including juveniles) was seen in 
January 2009: 2 - 4 % of the estimated global 
population.  

Environmental education is also provided to the 
children of Cemara village near our research camp. 
This activity aims to instil care for the environment 
of Cemara beach where birds come to eat and rest. 
Environmental education activities were undertaken 
once every month, during which children planted 
mangroves, participated in shorebird monitoring, 
and cleaned up trash from the beach. 

This work was made possible thanks to generous 
financial support from Cargill Inc, and USAID. We 
would like to thank our supervisor Joost Philippa 
D.V.M Ph.D, Dr. Mikhail Markovets, our field team, 
Drh. Lia Nugraha, R. Agus Hadi, Herman (local 
guide), Sapari, Putri Wulansari, Agus Satriono, 
Dwidjo Leksono and the community of Cemara 
village. 

Fransisca Noni Tirtaningtyas 
Field team assistant, Wildlife Conservation Society - 
Global Health Program 

Iwan Londo Febrianto 
Field team leader, Wildlife Conservation Society - 
Global Health Program 

Field Report: Wildlife Conservation Society –  
Global Health Program, Sumatra, Indonesia  

(December 2008-April 2009) 

Back (left-right): Agus Satriono, Fransisca Noni, 
Iwan Londo, Drh. Lia Nugraha, Putri Wulansari.  

Front (left-right): R. Agus Hadi, Dwijo Leksono. 

Nordmann’s Greenshank  
(Tringa guttifer) 
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Scientific name Common name New Retrap Total IUCN Red List Status 

Gallinago stenura Pintail Snipe 3 1 4 LC 

Gallinago megala Swinhoe's Snipe 0 1 1 LC 

Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed Godwit 16 1 17 LC 

Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel 10 0 10 LC 

Tringa totanus Common Redshank 260 12 272 LC 

Tringa stagnatilis Marsh Sandpiper 1 0 1 LC 

Tringa nebularia Common Greenshank 14 2 16 LC 

Tringa guttifer Nordmann's Greenshank 1 0 1 EN 

Xenus cinereus Terek Sandpiper 191 18 209 LC 

Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper 23 1 24 LC 

Limnodromus semipalmatus Asian Dowitcher 30 0 30 NT 

Calidris tenuirostris Great Knot 14 0 14 LC 

Calidris canutus Red Knot 4 0 4 LC 

Calidris ferruginea Curlew Sandpiper 17 0 17 LC 

Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden Plover 8 0 8 LC 

Pluvialis squatarola Grey Plover 7 0 7 LC 

Charadrius alexandrinus Kentish Plover 2 0 2 LC 

Charadrius mongolus Lesser Sand Plover 313 37 350 LC 

Charadrius leschenaultii Greater Sand Plover 81 0 81 LC 

Total 995 73 1068  

North-west Australia Wader & Tern Expedition 2009 
31st October to 21st November 2009 

The next wader and tern banding expedition to 
north-west Australia will take place from 31st 
October to 21st November 2009. Please register 
your interest NOW. 

North-west Australia was discovered to be one of 
the prime locations in the world for wading birds 
with a peak population of nearly 750,000 waders 
and a huge variety of species (50, nearly a quarter 
of the 214 species of waders worldwide).   

The fieldwork program will, as usual, consist of 
regular banding and appropriate counting of waders 
and terns at two locations (Broome and 80-Mile 
Beach) over the three week period.  

A large number of people will be needed and you 
are invited and strongly encouraged to join the 

expedition team—we welcome overseas participants  
with usually half the team coming from abroad.  

Previous wader banding or expedition experience is 
not essential.  What is important is the readiness to 
work hard (when required) and be a contributor to 
the team (lazy/loners won’t fit in!). It is a wonderful 
opportunity to mix with, and learn from, others with 
different backgrounds and experience. Although not 
obligatory, as this is an AWSG activity we would 
welcome you becoming a member.   

Please contact Clive (mintons@ozemail.com.au) or 
Roz (moonbird@waterfront.net.au) for further 
information. 

Clive Minton, Roz Jessop, Chris Hassell and Maureen 
Christie 
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I was one of several representatives from Australia 
invited to a Workshop at Chongming Dao, China, 
sponsored by The Nature Conservancy (TNC), China 
Program. Other invitees were Doug Watkins (WI 
and AWSG), Danny Rogers (AWSG), Bianca Priest 
and David Andrew (DEWHA). 

The objectives for the workshop included the 
following: 

• To better understand the current situation and 
needs for bird conservation networks in China 
with particular reference to the Yellow Sea 
region. 

• To exchange experiences and methods for bird 
conservation collaboration. 

• To discuss collaboration mechanisms for bird 
conservation in this part of the flyway. 

• To develop guidelines to enable the development 
of an action plan to promote networks and 
collaboration in the future. 

The meeting arose from the work that TNC had 
done on the Conservation Action Plan of Chongming 
Dongtan (Dongtan CAP). Of the six conservation 
targets identified in the CAP, four were avian related 
and included shorebird, ducks and geese, Hooded 
Crane (Grus monacha) and Black-faced Spoonbill 
(Platalea minor). Because all of the avian targets 
are migratory, the CAP process identified, as a key 
strategy, the development of a network of 
conservation areas in order to protect a larger 
portion of the life-cycle range of these birds. It 
followed that this meeting was planned as the first 
step in promoting the collaboration among 
conservation decision-makers and practitioners 
across much of the East Asian-Australasian flyway. 
The ultimate goal of TNC is to help facilitate 

coordinated research, monitoring and management 
plans among the network sites as well as to provide 
a mechanism to promote communication and 
collaboration among sites. On this basis 19 reserves 
were invited to this meeting, from Inner-Mongolia, 
Liaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Shanghai, Jiangsu, 
Anhui, Fujian, JIangxi, Shandong, Hunan, 
Guangdong and Hainan. In total some 50 people 
attended the Workshop which was held at 
Chongmoing Dao, the island in the Yangtze River 
just north of Shanghai. 

The Workshop had presentations from invited 
experts including Prof Wang Tianhou (East China 
Normal University), Xu Qiang (WI) and the 
Australian representatives mentioned above. We 
presented information on the impact of tidal flat 
reclamation on shorebird populations, the work of 
the AWSG and Birds Australia both in Australia and 
examples of collaboration in the flyway, the role of 
the Australian government in promoting flyway 
conservation and the potential value of the Flyway 
Partnership in coordinating strategies for 
sustainable development within the Flyway. 
Presentations were then made by a number of the 
representatives of Nature Reserves outlining the 
value of these areas and some of the problems they 
face in terms of potential habitat change and 
development pressures. One of the values of this 
forum was the ability to share information and learn 
from the experiences of others. 

The opportunity was also provided for a visit to the 
Chongming Dongtan National Nature Reserve and 
banding station with its extensive tidal flats. This is 
an important stopover location for birds on both 
northward and southward migration and where a 
number of birds banded in Australia are regularly 
recorded. 

Although the Workshop was limited in time, it did 
provide an opportunity to learn from each other. We 
came away with a better understanding of the 
problems faced by the nature reserves in coastal 
China and their immediate needs. We also learnt 
something of TNC, a large and effective 
conservation organization that is already engaged in 
network building and coordination in China. The 
outcome of the Workshop was a statement 
recognizing the urgent need for a coordinated 
approach to the understanding and conservation 
actions needed to address the extensive problems in 
the Yellow Sea. TNC undertook to further examine 
its role in working with other organisations to 
address these issues. The AWSG has offered to 
provide ongoing advice and practical assistance to 
the extent of our limited resources. 

As a footnote, it was interesting to learn that TNC 
has initiated some research on climate change with 

TNC Eastern China Wetland Migratory Bird Reserve 
Network Workshop – June 2009 

Opening of the Workshop (L to R):  
Zhang Sheang Director China Programs, TNC; Cai 
Youming Deputy Director, Shanghai Forestry Bureau, 
Deng Kan Director, Protection and Management Centre 
of SFA, Guo Qiaoyu, Yangtze Project Manager, TNC 
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Fudan University. There are two projects; one is 
about the climate change impacts on migratory 
birds of the Shanghai Area including bird species, 
distribution ranges and seasonal movements by 
linking with trends different climate elements since 
1980s. The other is a synthesis research to analyse 
the impacts of sea level rise and extreme weather 
events to an estuarine ecosystem, particular the 
habitats for birds by using modelling techniques. 
They are expected to be finished by the end of this 
December and June respectively. 

We would like to acknowledge the assistance TNC 
provided to enable our attendance at this Workshop 
and we look forward to continued communication. 

Ken Gosbell Walkway to tidal flats, Chongming Dongtan 

Shorebirds 2020 
It’s been an extremely busy and exciting time for 
the Shorebirds 2020 program. Earlier this year we 
wrapped up the 08/09 summer count season. Due 
to the outstanding effort by shorebird counters, 
around 150 sites were surveyed this year, which is 
more than double the number of sites surveyed last 
summer. Thank you very much all the shorebird 
counters for helping to achieve this fantastic result! 
The winter 2009 count has also recently been 
completed and we are currently collating the data. 

Data entry website for shorebird counts 
The new count data entry website for the 
Shorebirds 2020 program is now up and running 
and will allow any shorebird counter to enter their 
data online instead of mailing in paper forms – 
which will save us an enormous amount of time in 
the office! The website address is http://
data.shorebirds.org.au. 

What you can do on the site: 

1. Enter and edit recent data that was entered 
using the website 

2. View Historic records (can’t edit these) 

3. Download all your visible records on the 
website into an Excel sheet 

We are working to create a national shorebird 
database, which will be shared between major data 
contributors. Essentially, when you add data to this 
site, your shorebird area co-ordinator will also have 
the option to suggest how the data is shared, sold 
etc. So get to know your shorebird count co-
ordinator or organisation if you want to have input 
on how your data is used. All data will be used to 
detect national shorebird population trends, but 
other uses will be determined by each shorebird 
area co-ordinator. 

If you are a current counter you should have 
received your username and password already. If 
you haven’t received yours, or if you would like to 
register as a new counter to enter your shorebird 
count data online, please contact Rob Clemens at 

r.clemens@birdsaustralia.com.au. 

New ‘Shorebird Conservation in Australia’ 
publication 
The “Shorebird Conservation in Australia” 
supplement to Wingspan (2002) has been revised 
and updated as a Birds Australia Conservation 
Statement (No. 14) to include all the shorebird 
conservation activities that have occurred here and 
throughout the flyway since that time. If you would 
like a copy of the new “Shorebird Conservation in 
Australia” statement, please contact us at 
shorebirds@birdsaustralia.com.au or call (03) 9347 
0757. 

Shorebird workshops 
As part of our grant from the Australian 
Government’s Caring For Our Country we will be 
holding around 30 shorebird identification and 
counting workshops around the country over the 
next two years. Recent workshops in Merimbula, 
Adelaide and Cairns were extremely well attended 
and highlighted the tremendous amount of interest 
in shorebirds. See the “Noticeboard” section for 
details of upcoming workshops, or contact us at 
shorebirds@birdsaustralia.com.au. 

Other resources 
We have printed a new Shorebirds 2020 brochure 
and produced a Shorebirds 2020 CD full of 
resources such as information about the Shorebirds 
2020 program, identification and counting 
resources, a list of shorebird sites and maps for 
these sites, PowerPoint presentations from the 
Shorebirds 2020 workshops, reports and 
newsletters. Contact us if you would like either a 
copy of the CD or the brochure. We have also 
revamped the Shorebirds 2020 Shorebird 
Conservation website www.shorebirds.org.au, with 
a new look and updated content, including a site 
contacts list and schedule of upcoming shorebird 
workshops. We have also revised the list of 150 
priority shorebird sites and maps for these sites are 
available on the website. 

Jo Oldland 
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The Broome Bird Observatory (BBO) Committee 
would like to announce that our Wardens for 
2008/9, Jon and Anne King, left the BBO on 30 April 
2009. We would like to thank Jon and Anne for their 
contribution over the past 12 months, and wish 
them both the very best. 

The BBO Committee is delighted to welcome the 
new team for 2009/10: 

Nik Ward, Warden 

Nik was born in the UK and has been seconded to 
the BBO for 12 months from Natural England in 
Exeter, Devon. After a successful 16 year career in 
financial services with Lloyds Bank, Nik decided to 
change direction and attended the University of 
Plymouth, obtaining an honours degree in 1999 in 
Rural Resource Management. Nik joined Natural 
England in 2000, and until a month ago was leading 
a team delivering on the outcomes of the 
organisation around landscape, biodiversity, marine, 
access and public enjoyment of the countryside. Nik 
is a licensed bird ringer through the British Trust of 
Ornithology and has volunteered at the North 
Ronaldsay Bird Observatory on the Orkney Islands 
and the Fair Isle Bird Observatory Trust on Sheltand 
Island. He has travelled extensively through India, 
Nepal, Thailand, Australia, New Zealand and Canada 
and in 2007 attended the AWSG International 
Wading Expedition in Broome and Eighty Mile 
Beach. Nik is currently developing his cooking skills 
on the Aussie BBQ! 

Matt Slaymaker, Assistant Warden 

Matt has had an interest in wildlife and the outdoors 
for as long as he can remember although this 
general interest was directed towards birds at the 
age of 8 when he received a board game as a gift. 
Since the days of subjecting family members to 
nightly rounds of ‘Bill Oddie’s Great Bird Race Game’ 
Matt has come a long way. Born in the UK he is now 
an experienced birder having travelled extensively 
in Britain as well as Europe, North and Central 

America and Australia. He completed a Foundation 
Degree in Applied Ornithology in 2005 and has 
worked or volunteered on various conservation and 
research projects in the UK, Spain and Canada. Matt 
is a licensed bander in the UK and is looking forward 
to getting his hands on some Aussie birds. 

Eduardo Gallo-Cajiao, Assistant Warden 

Eduardo has had a lifetime passion for birds and 
biodiversity conservation. He was born in Colombia, 
where he completed an undergraduate degree in 
biological sciences at Universidad del Valle. 
Afterwards, he worked for National Parks Colombia 
and the United Nations Development Program to 
create a system of protected areas in the Southern 
Andes of Colombia. Three years ago he moved to 
Australia, becoming involved with bird research and 
conservation in Australia through the Australian 
Museum and Macquarie University. Eduardo is 
currently getting familiar with the waders and 
teaching some Spanish phrases to Matt. 

 

BBO Committee 

Team changes at the Broome Bird Observatory 
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Australasian Wader Studies Group 

Membership of the Australasian Wader Studies Group is open to anyone interested in 
the conservation and research or waders (shorebirds) in the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway. Members receive the twice yearly journal Stilt, and a quarterly newsletter, 
Tattler. Visit www.awsg.org.au for more information. 

Please direct all membership enquiries to: 
Membership Manager 
Birds Australia 
Suite 2-05, 60 Leicester St 
Carlton, VIC 3053, Australia. 
Ph: 1300 730 075  
E: membership@birdsaustralia.com.au 

Annual subscriptions: 
Australia  A$35.00 
New Zealand A$35.00 
Overseas  A$40.00 
Institutions  A$45.00 

International Wader Study Group Annual Conference 
Texel, Netherlands 18-21 September 2009 

The 2009 annual conference and workshops of the 
IWSG will take place on the island of Texel, off the 
North Sea coast of the Netherlands 18-21 
September 2009. 

The conference will include three sessions of talks 
and a series of parallel workshops on connection 
conservation and research, specific problems in the 
world’s flyways, “stopover hotspots” and their 

conservation. Species-specific papers include the 
present status on the Slender-billed Curlew and 
Common Redshank. Options include mid-conference 
excursions. 

Further details and registration can be found on the 
IWSG website http://www.waderstudygroup.org/
conf/registration.php.  

Due to popular demand, the BBO has introduced 
two more Short courses to discover the Birds of the 
Broome Region. Broome is one of the most exciting 
places in Australia to go birding and so why not join 
us for a short getaway to discover the amazing 
diversity and abundance of birds that are found in 
the Broome region.  

During your stay we will visit a variety of habitats to 
see as many  species as possible, including the 
shores and mangroves of Roebuck Bay; lakes, bush 
and plains of Roebuck Plains Stations east of the 
Observatory, and creeks and mangroves of the 
lower Dampier Peninsula north of Broome. You will 

have the opportunity to observe a wide range of 
species, including bush birds, shorebirds, waterfowl, 
and birds of prey. The courses coincide with direct 
flights from Melbourne and Sydney but are of 
course open to all! 

Dates for the courses are: 

20 – 23 September 2009 

3 – 6 October  2009 

Contact the BBO for more information on 
bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au. 

Birds of  the Broome Region 

Receive Tattler via the internet and save trees and 
money! 

Tattler is available on the AWSG website and is 
freely available for all to read/download (see 
www.awsg.org.au/tattler.html). If any members 
would like to receive a news alert when each issue 
is placed on the webpage (usually before the printed 
copy is out) they can do so by sending a note to: 
philip.straw@awsg.org.au.  

If you want us to save paper and the cost of 
printing and postage please include that in your 
note and you will be taken off the mailing list (but 
still receive Stilt). Stilt is also available on the 
AWSG website, except for the more current issues 
that are only available to members in paper copy. 

Phil Straw 

A paperless Tattler 


